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CONFIDENTIAL TUNIS 5941 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: TS, XF 

SUBJECT: CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS IN TUNISIA 
REF: TUNIS 5924 AND PREVIOUS 

1. NO CHANGE IN SITUATION IN TUNIS. AMERICAN COMMUNITY 
REMAINS CALM ALTHOUGH THERE IS SOME APPREHENSION RE POSSIBLE 
EFFECTS LOCALLY OF MOUNTING ACCOUNTS OF U.S. RESUPPLY OF ARMS 
TO ISRAEL. THERE HAVE BEEN REPORTS OF FOREIGNERS BEING SPAT 

AT IN DOWNTOWN TUNIS. E&E COMMAND UNIT CONTINUING TO MEET 
DAILY. 

2. PRESS OF OCT 14 GAVE EXTENSIVE COVERAGE TO NEWS THAT U.S. 
PARTICIPATING ON ISRAELI SIDE AGAINST ARABS. PARTICULAR 
ATTENTION GIVEN TO SYRIAN REPORT OF DOWNING OF AMERICAN PLANE 
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AND CAPTURE OF AMERICAN PILOT. IN ADDITION, PRESS CARRIED 
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EGYPTIAN PROTEST AGAINST AMERICAN VIOLATION OF EGYPTIAN AIR 
SPACE. FINALLY, PRESS ALSO FOCUSED ON REPORTS FROM WASHINGTON 
THAT U.S. INTENDS REPLENISH ISRAELI ARSENAL. 

3. THUS FAR, OFFICIAL U.S. DENIAL RE AMERICAN PARTICIPATION IN 
WAR NOT RPT NOT CARRIED BY LOCAL PRESS. MY STATEMENT, HOWEVER, 

TO TAP CORRESPONDENT FOLLOWING MY OCT 14 MEETING WITH 
PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA GIVEN FRONTPAGE PLAY IN ALL OCT 15 ISSUES UN- 
DER HEADING AMERICAN AMBASSADOR SAYS NO AMERICAN MILITARY OR 
AIRCRAFT TAKING PART IN THE BATTLES". (WE ARE TAKING STEPS TO 
ASSURE THAT TEXT OF DEPARTMENT'S DENIAL APPEARS IN TOMORROW'S 
PRESS.) THERE HAS BEEN NO EDITORIAL COMMENT ON THESE 
DEVELOPMENTS, BUT PRESS CARRIES REPORT OF MEETING OF NEO-DEWTOUR'S 
POLITICAL BUREAU IN WHICH REQUEST IS MADE OF "CERTAIN STATES 

TO SUSPEND THEIR AID TO ISRAEL". 

4. OTHER FRONTPAGE STORIES IN OCT 15 NEWSPAPERS INCLUDE (A) 

NEWS OF PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA'S LETTER TO PRESIDENT NIXON AND HIS 
MEETING WITH ME TO UNDERSCORE HIS CONCERN ABOUT THE SITUATION 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST: (B) AFP REPORT THAT USG NOW IN FAVOR OF 
"CEASEFIRE IN PLACE": AND (C) CONTINUED NEWS OF VARIOUS 
TUNISIAN EXPRESSIONS OF SUPPORT FOR ARAB ARMIES INCLUDING 
COLLECTION AND SHIPMENT OF BLOOD. 

5. PRESS ALSO CARRIES FRONTPAGE TEXT OF OFFICIAL GOT 
COMMUNIQUE REPORTING TUNISIA'S REESTABLISHMENT OF RELATIONS WITH 
JORDAN FOLLOWING NEWS OF PARTICIPATION OF JORDANIAN FORCES "ON 
THE SIDE OF THE SYRIAN ARMY IN THE BATTLES BEING WAGED AGAINST 
ISRAELI AGGRESSION". PRESS NOTES "SATISFACTION IN AMMAN" AT 

THIS MOVE. COMMENT: WE PUZZLED BY DIPLOMATIC MODALITIES 
INVOLVED IN TUNISIAN RESUMPTION INASMUCH AS IT WAS JORDAN WHICH 
BROKE WITH TUNISIA. 

6. FINALLY, LOCAL PRESS PRINTS TUNISIAN GOVERNMENT "CLARIFICATION" 
CONCERNING THE BIZERTE NAVAL BASE IN RESPONSE TO AN APPEAL BY 
THE BAATHI NEWSPAPER AL THAWRA OF BAGHDAD TO THE STATES OF THE 
MAGHREB "TO LIQUIDATE AMERICAN BASES INSTALLED ON THEIR 
TERRITORIES PARTICULARLY ON OF WHICH IS LOCATED IN BIZERTE". 
CLARIFICATION UNDERSCORES THE FALLACIOUSNESS OF THESE REPORTS 
AND NOTES THAT IT COMES ON EVE OF CELEBRATION OF EVACUATION 
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OF BIZERTE BY FOREIGN TROOPS. CLARIFICATION CONCLUDES THAT 
BIZERTE WAS NEVER AN AMERICAN BASE AND THAT IT REMAINS AND 
WILL ALWAYS REMAIN TUNSIAN SINCE THE TIME THAT IT WAS 
EFFECTIVELY EVACUATED BY THE COLONIALIST FRENCH ARMY. 

SEELYE 
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